
Vaisnava Ke'? "Who is a Real Vaisnava'?"

by Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura

dusta mana! tumi kiser vaisnava?

pratisthar tare, nirj aner ghare,
tava 'hari nama' kevala 'kaitava'

dusta mana 0 wi c ked mind! ; tumi yo u ; ki ser vaisnava wh at k ind of devotee>;

pratisthar of p rest ige; tare on account of; nirj aner ghare in a solitary dwelling;
tava your; hari nam-a chant ing of the holy name of Lord Hari; kevala o n l y ;

kaitava cheat ing.

1) 0 wicked mind! What k ind of Vaisnava do you think you are? Your

pretentious show of chanting Lord Hari 's holy name in a sol i tary place is only
f or the sake of attaining the false prestige of a worldly reputat ion i t i s n o t h i n g
but pure hypocrisy.

j ader pratistha, sukarer vistha,
j ano na ki taha 'mayar vaibhava'

kanaka kamini, divasa yamin-i,

bhaviya ki kaja, anitya se saba

j ader of the material realm; pratistha fa me; sukarer of a p ig; vistha s t o o l ;

j ano na ki do you not know>; taha that; mayar of the i l lusory material world;
vaibhava po tency; kanaka go l d ; kamini at t r a c t i ve women; divasa yamini a l l

day and night; bhaviya th i n k i ng; ki kaj a wh a t benef i t; anitya te m p o ra ry; se
saba all those.

2) Such materialistic prestige is as disgusting as the stool of a hog. Do you not
know that it is only a mere i l lusion cast by the potency of Maya? What is the

value of contemplating day and night your plans for enjoying wealth and
women? All these things are only temporary.

tomar kanaka, bhoger j anaka,
kanaker dvare sevaho 'madhava'

kaminir kama, nahe tava dhama,

tahar ma2ika keva2a 'yadava'

tomar your; kanaka gold; bhoger of enj oyment; j anaka the producer;



Lord Madhava;

your; dhama proper
Sri Krsna, the Lord of

kanaker dvare by wealth; sevaho please serve; madhava

kaminir kama lu s t for beautiful women; nahe no t ; tava

place; tahar its; ma2ika owner; keva2a is only; yadava
the Yadu dynasty.

3) When you claim wealth as your own, it creates in you ever-increasing
desires for material enjoyment. Your riches should be used for serving Madhava,
the Lord of all wealth. Neither is it your proper place to indulge in lust for
women, whose only true proprietor is Lord Yadava.

pratisthasa tar-u, j ada ma-ya ma-ru,
na pe2a 'ravana' yuj hiya 'raghava'

vaisnavi pratistha, tate koro nistha,
taha na bhaji2e 2abhibe raurava

pratistha asa -desire for fame; taru the tree; j ada may-a of material i l lusion;

maru the desert; na no t ; pe2a re ached; ravana the demon named Ravana;
yujhiya fi g h t ing; raghava wi th Lo rd Ramachandra; vaisnavi the pos i t ion of
being a vaisnava; pratistha si tua t ion; tate in t h a t ; koro nistha be c ome f ixed;

taha tha t; na no t ; bhaj i2e if one worships; 2abhibe wi l l obta in; raurava h e l l .

0) The demon Ravana (lust-incarnate) fought with Lord Ramachandra (love­
incarnate) in order to gain the tree of worldly reputat ion b u t t ha t oasis turned
out to be but a mirage cast in the desert wasteland of the Lord's i l lusory
material potency. Please cultivate fixed determination to attain only the steady

and solid platform whereupon a Vaisnava ever stands. If you neglect worshiping
the Lord from this posit ion, then you wil l u l t imately attain a hel l ish existence.

harij ana dvesa, -pratisthasa k2esa,­
koro keno tabe tahar gaurava

vaisnaver pache, pratisthasa ache,
ta'te kabhu nahe 'anitya vaibhav-a'

hari jana dv-esa -hatred for the devotees of the Lord; pratistha asa d-esire for

fame; k2esa suffering; koro yo u endeavor; keno wh y ?; tabe th e n ; tahar i t s ;
gaurava glory; vaisnaver pache fo l lowingbeh ind the devotees; pratistha asa ­

desire for spiritual position; ache th e re is; tate in t ha t ; kabhu nahe ne ver ;
anitya impermanent; vaibhava we a l th .

5) Why do you needlessly suffer the torment ofb laspheming the devotees of
Lord Hari, attempting to achieve their eminence, thereby only proving your own

fruitless foolishness? The desire for spir i tual eminence is easily ful f i l led when
one becomes a devotee of the Lord, for eternal fame automatically fol lows the
heels of a Vaisnava. And that fame is never to be considered a temporary



worldly opulence.

(6)

se hari sa-mbandha, sunya maya g-andha,

pratistha ca-nda21, nirj anata ja2i,
ubhayej aniho mayika raurava

taha kabhu noy j 'ader kaitava'

se that; hari sa-mbandha re la t ionship with Lord Hari; sunya fr ee f rom; maya

gandha a scent of il lusion; taha that; kabhu noy ne ver; j ader of ma ter ia l ism;
kaitava cheat ing; pratistha wo r l dy reputat ion; canda2I female dog-eater;

nirj anata so l i tary l iv ing; j ali th e ne t ; ubhaye in b o t h; j aniho yo u shou ld
know; mayika il l u s o ry; raurava h e l l .

6) The relationship between a devotee and Lord Hari is devoid of even a trace
of worldly i l lusion; it has nothing to do with the material istic cheating

propensity. The prestige of so-called popularity in the material realm is
compared to a treacherous dog-eating witch, and the attempt to l ive in sol i tude
to supposedly engage in unalloyed bhajan is compared to an entangling network
of distraction. Please know that anyone striving in ei ther of these ways verily
l ives in the hell of Maya's il lusion.

(7)

kirtana chadibo, pratistha makhibo,
ki kaj a dhudiya tadrsa gaurava

madhavendra puri, bhava ghare -curi,
na korilo kabhu sadai j anabo

kirtana chant ing the Lord s names; chadibo I w i l l g ive up; pratistha wo r l d l y
reputation; makhibo I w i l l besmear myself; ki kaj a wh at benefi t; dhudiya
seeking; tadrsa that k ind of; gaurava gr a ndeur; madhavendra puri the sage
Madhavendra Puri; bhava ghare -in the storehouse ofperception; curi st e a l ing;

na korilo he d id not do; kabhu ev e r ; sadai al w a ys; j anabo I w i l l remind you.

7) "I shall give up chanting the Lord's name publ icly in kzrtan and ret ire to

solitude, thus smearing myself with wor ldly honor." Dear mind, what is the

good of seeking such so-called glory? I wil l always remind you that the great
soul Madhavendra Purz never deceived himself in that regard by commit t ing

theft in his own storehouse of perception the way you do.

tomar pratistha, 'sukarer vistha',

tar saha sam-a kabhu na manava

matsarata vase, tum-i j ada rase, ­

maj echo chadiya kirtana saustava­



tomar your; prat istha po p u l a r i t y; sukarer vistha the s tool of a hog; tar s-aha

with that; sama equa l; kabhu na ne v e r; manava an o rd inary human being;
matsarata pr ide; vase un d er the control of; tumi yo u ; j ada r-ase i n the
mellows of mundane sense pleasures; majecho you are sunk; chadiya ha v ing

given up; kirtana s-austava the excellence of the sankirtan movement.

8) Your cheap reputation is equal to the stool of a hog. An ordinary ambit ious
man like you can never be equated with a devotee of Madhavendra Purz's
eminence. Under the sway of envy, you have drowned yourself in the f i l thy
waters of material enjoyment after having abandoned the excellent perfection of
congregational kzrtan.

tai dusta mana, 'nirj ana bhaj an,'

pracaricho chale 'kuyogi vaib-hava'

prabhu sanatane, paramaj atane,
siksa dilo yaha, cinto sei saba

tai the refore; dusta mana 0 wi c k ed mind . ; nirj ana bhaj an so l i tary worship;

pracaricho you are preaching; chale by t r i ck; ku yogi -vaib-hava the opulence of
a false yogi; prabhu Sri Chai tanya Mahaprabhu; sanatane to Sanatana Goswami;

paramaj atane with great care; siksa dilo gave instruct ions; yaha w h i c h ;
cinto please contemplate; sei saba al l those.

9) Truly, 0 wicked mind, the glor ies of so-called solitary worship are

propagated only by false yogzs using unscrupulous means to deceive others. To
save yourself from these pitfal ls, please contemplate the instruct ions that the
Supreme Lord Srz Chaitanya Mahaprabhu kindly gave us while addressing Srzla
Sanatana Goswamt with the utmost care.

sei du'ti katha, bhulo'na sarvatha,

uccaih svare k-oro 'hari nama r-ava' ­

'phalgu' ar 'yukta,' 'baddha' ar 'mukta,'

kabhu na bhaviho, ekakar saba

sei these; du'ti tw o ; ka tha to p i c s ; bhulo' na do n ' t fo rget; sarvatha i n a l l

circumstances; uccaih svare -in a loud voice; koro perform; hari nama r-ava t-he

sound of chanting the Lord's holy names; phalgu fa l se; ar an d ; yuk ta be f i t t i ng
(linked with Krsna); baddha bo und in maya; ar an d ; mukta li b e r a ted; kabhu
na never; bhaviho co ns ider; ekakar on e in the same form; saba al l these.

10) Do not forget for a moment the two most valuable concepts that He taught:
1) the principle of dry, apparent renunciation as opposed to real, appropriate
renunciation; and 2) the principle of a soul being trapped in the bondage of
matter as opposed to a soul who is l iberated. Don't ever make the mistake of
thinking that these conflict ing concepts are on the same level. Please remember



this while engaging yourself in chanting the Lord's holy names as loud as you

possibly can.

'kanaka ka-mini,' 'pratistha ba-ghini,'

chadiyachej are, sei to vaisnava
sei 'anasakta,' sei 'suddha bh-akta,'

samsar tatha pay parabhava

kanaka ka-mini en joyment of wealth and women; pratistha ba-ghini the t ig ress of
worldly reputation; chadiyache has given up; j are wh o; sei he ; to c er t a i n l y ;

vaisnava a devotee; sei he; anasakta un a t t ached; sei he a lone; suddha
bhakta is a pure devotee; samsar the mater ial world; tatha in t h i s manner;

pay gets; parabhava defeated.

1 1) One is truly a Vaisnava who has given up the habit of fal l ing victim to the
ferocious tigress of wealth, beauty, and fame. Such a soul is factually detached

from material l i fe, and is known as a pure devotee. Someone with this
consciousness of detachment has thereby become victorious over the mundane
world of birth and death.

yatha yogy-a bhoga, nahi tatha roga,

'asakti rohita-,' 'sambandha sahita-,'

vlsaya samu-ha sakall madhava

'anasakta'sei, ki ar kahabo

yatha yogya w-hatever is appropriate for survival; bhoga enjoyment; nahi i s
not; tatha in t hat way; roga th e d isease (of materialism); anasakta de tached;
sei he; ki ar wh a t m o r e; kahabo sh a l l 1 say; asakti rohita -devoid of
attachment; sambandha sahita -endowed with a relationship; visaya samuh-a the

multitude ofsense objects; sakali al l ; madhava Lo rd Madhava.

12) One is indeed detached who moderately partakes of worldly th ings that
are deemed necessary for living in devotional service; a devotee acting in that
manner does not fall prey to the disease of material infatuation. Thus devoid of
selfish attachment, and endowed with the abi l ity to see things in relat ion to the

Lord, all sense objects are then directly perceived as being Lord Madhava
Himself.

se 'yukta vairagya-,' taha to' saubhagya,

kirtane j ahar, 'pratistha sambhar,-'

tahar sampatti kevala 'kaitava'

taha ij adete h-arir vaibhava



se th is; yukta vairagya re n u nc ia t ion that is connected with Krsna s enjoyment;

taha tha t; to in d e e d; saubhagya gr eat fortune; taha i -on ly tha t; j adete i n
the material world; harir of L o rd Har i ; vaibhava the opu lence; kirtane i n
chanting the Lord s names; j ahar wh o se; pratistha s-ambhar heaps of ambit ion
for recognition; tahar it s ; sampatti op u l e nce; kevala on l y ; ka i tava ch e a t ing .

13) This is the standard of befi t t ing renunciation, and one who realizes this is
most fortunate indeed. Everything involved in such a devotee's life represents
Lord Hari's personal spiri tual opulence as manifest in the world of matter. On
the other hand, one who engages in chanting the Lord's name with hopes of

enhancing his own material reputation f inds that all his activi t ies and

paraphernalia represent only the riches of hypocrisy.

visaya mum-uksu, bhoger bubhuksu,
du'ye tyaj o mana, dui 'avaisnava'

'krsner sambandha,' aprakrta ska-ndha,

kabhu nahe tahajader sambhava

visaya mum-uksu one who desires liberation from the material world; bhoger
bubhuksu one who desires to enjoy sense gratification; duye b o th ; tya jo p l e a s e

reject; mana 0 mi n d . ; dui t h e t w o ; ava isnava no n - devotees; krsner w i t h
Krsna; sambandha re la t ionship; aprakrta skan-dha th ings belonging to the
transcendental realm; kabhu nahe never; taha th a t ; j ader sambhava of mater ial
origin.

l k) 0 mind, please reject the company of two types of persons t h o s e
desiring impersonal l iberation from the material wor ld, and those who desire to
enjoy the pleasure of material sense objects. Both of these are equally non­
devotees. The things that are used in relation to Lord Krsna are objects
belonging directly to the transcendental realm, and thus having nothing to do
with matter they cannot be either owned or forsaken by persons interested in

mundane enjoyment or renunciation.

'mayavadi j ana,' krsnetara mana,

mukta abhimane se ninde vaisnava

vaisnaver das, tava bhakti as, ­

keno va dakicho nirj ana ahava ­

mayavadijana the impersonalist; krsnetara op p osed to Krsna; mana
mentality; mukta abhimane proud ly considering himself l iberated; se he ;

ninde blasphemes; vaisnava the devotees; vaisnaver das servant of the
devotees; tava your; bhakti as de v o - t ional desire; keno va why then; dakicho

you call out; nirjana ahava f- ight ing for solitude.

15) An impersonal phi lospher is opposed to think ing of Krsna as an object of



devotion, and thus being puffed up with the false pride of imaginary l iberation

he dares to criticize the true devotees of the Lord. 0 mind, you are the servant
of the Vaisnavas, and you should always hope for attaining devotion. Why then
do you make such a loud commotion by cal l ing to me and try ing to prove the
supposed supremacy of your practice of solitary worship?

(>6)

j e 'phalgu va-iragi,' kohe nij e 'tyagi,'

se na pare kabhu hoite 'vaisnava'
hari pa-da chadi', 'nirj anata badi,'

2abhiya ki pha2a,'pha2gu' se vaibhava

j e who; pha2gu vai-ragi fa lse renunciant; kohe nij e ca l ls himself; tyagi a n
accomplished renunciant; se he; na pare is not able; kabhu hoite to ever be;
vaisnava a devotee; hari pad-a the lotus feet of the Lord; chadi' re j ec t ing;
nirj anata badi res idence in solitude; 2abhiya ob ta in ing; ki pha2a wh at result>;

phalgu false; se vaibhava that opulence.

16) One who falsely gives up things that could actually be used in the Lord's
service proudly calls himself a 'renunciate,' but unfortunately he can never
become a Vaisnava by such an atti tude. Abandoning his servitorship to the lotus
feet of Lord Hari, and resigning himself to his sol i tary home w h a t ever is

gained by that exercise can only be the worthless treasure of deception.

radha dasye -rohi', chadi 'bhoga ahi,' ­

'pratisthasa' nahe 'kirtana gaura-va'
'radha nitya j-ana,' taha chadi' mana,

keno va nirj ana bhaj an-a kaitav-a

radha dasye -in service to Sri Radha; rohi re m a i n ing; chadi gi v i ng up; bhoga
ahi thesnake ofsel f ish enjoyment; pratistha asa am-bit ion forrecognit ion;
nahe is not; kir tana gaurav-a the glory of congregational chanting; radha nitya­

jana be ing the eternal servant of Radha; taha chadi rejecting that; mana 0
mind.; keno va why then; nirj ana bhaj ana -soli tary worship; kaitava ch e a t ing.

17) Ever engage yourself in the service of Srt Radha, and keep aloof from the
vicious snake of materialistic sense gratification. The glory of part ic ipat ing in
the Lord's ktrtan is not meant to bolster anyone's ambitions for personal
recognition. 0 mind, why then have you abandoned the identity of being
Radha's eternal servant in favor of ret i r ing to a sol i tary place to practice the
cheating process of so-called bhajan?

vraj a vasi gana-, pra-caraka dhana, ­

pratistha bhiksuka -ta'ra nahe 'sava'



prana ache ta'r, se hetu pracar,
pratisthasa hina '-krsna gatha'saba

vraj a v-asi g-ana the residents of Vraja; pracaraka preachers; dhana the

treasure; pratistha b-hiksuka beggars for worldly fame; ta'ra th e y ; nahe are no t ;

sava a dead body; prana ache the re is l i fe; ta r th e i r s ; se h-etu for that reason;
pracar preaching; pratistha a-sa hi-na devoid of ambit ion for fame; krsna g-atha
songs about Krsna; saba a l l .

18) The most valuable treasures amongst the Lord's preachers are the eternal

personalities residing in Vraja-dham. They never occupy themselves with
begging for worthless material reputation, which is cherished only by the l iv ing
dead. The Vraja-vaszs are truly infused with l i fe, and therefore they preach in
order to give life to the walking corpses of the mundane world. Al l the songs
that the Vraja-vaszs sing about the glories of Lord Krsna are devoid of any t inge
of desire for fame.

sri dayi-ta das, -kirtanete as,
koro uccaih svar-e 'hari nam-a rava-'

kirtana prab-have, smarana svabhave,

se kale bhaj ana nirj a-na sambhava

sri dayit-a das -the servant of Radhas beloved Krsna (Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati);
kirtanete for congregational chanting; as de s i rous; koro pl e a se perform;
uccaih svare -in a loud voice; hari nama -rava -the sound of the Lord's holy

names; kirtana prabh-ave by the power of the chanting; smarana re membering
the Lord's pastimes; svabhave in one 's own original spiritual mood; se kale a t
that time; bhaj ana nirj an-a worship in soli tude; sambhava poss ible.

19) This humble servant of Radha and Her beloved Krsna always hopes for
kzrtan, and he begs all to loudly sing the names of Lord Hari. The
transcendental power of congregational chanting automatically awakens
remembrance of the Lord and His div ine pastimes in relation to one's own
eternal spiritual form. Only at that t ime does it become possible to go off to a
solitary place and engage in the confidential worship of Their Lordships. i '


