


































His Divine Grace 
A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

Founder-Acarya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness 



Srila Prabhupada's room in the Kri?l).a-Balarama Mandira, where he 
spent his final days translating this volume of the Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

The l<.rl?l).a-Balarama Mandira · 



Mandira, where he 
of the Srimad-Bhagavatam. 

The Kt~IJa-Balarama Mandira in V:rndavana, India. 



PLATE ONE 

After selecting a pleasing location on the riverbank, Lord :l<r~?:t;ta and 
His friends opened their baskets of food and began eating in great tran
scendental pleasure. Like the whorl of a lotus flower surrounded by its 
petals and leaves, K:r~?:t;ta sat in the center, encircled by lines of His 
friends, who all looked very beautiful. Every one of them was trying to 
look forward toward K:r~?:t;ta, thinking that K:r~?:t;ta might look toward him. 
Among the cowherd boys, some. placed their lunch on flowers, some on 
leaves, fruits, or bunches of leaves, some actually in their baskets, some 
on the bark of trees and some on rocks. This is what the children 
imagined to be their plates as they ate their lunch. All the cowherd boys 
enjoyed their lunch with K:r~?:t;ta, showing one another the different tastes 
of the different varieties of preparations they had brought from home. 
Tasting one another's preparations, they began to laugh and make one 
another laugh. In this way they all enjoyed their lunch in the forest. 
(pp. 6-10) 
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PLATE TWO 

One day, five or six nights before the completion of the year, ~!?I).a, 
tending the calves, entered the forest along with Balararna. Thereafter, 
while pasturing atop Govardhana Hill, the cows looked down to find some 
green grass and saw their calves pasturing near V:rndavana, not very far 
away. When the cows saw their own calves from the top. of Govardhana 
Hill, they forgot themselves and their caretakers because of increased 
affection, and although the path was very rough, they ran toward their 
calves with great anxiety, each running as if with one pair of legs. Their 
milk bags full and flowing with milk, their heads and tails raised, and 
their humps moving with their necks, they ran forcefully until they 
reached their calves to feed them. The cowherd men, having been unable 
to check the cows from going to their calves, felt simultaneously ashamed 
and angry. They crossed the rough road with great difficulty, but when 
they carne down and saw their own sons, they were overwhelmed by 
great affection. At that time, all the thoughts of the cowherd men merged 
in the mellow of paternal love, which was aroused by the sight of their 
sons. Experiencing a great attraction, their anger completely disappear
ing, they lifted their sons, embraced them in their arms and enjoyed the 
highest pleasure by smelling their sons' heads. (pp. 29-33) 
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PLATE THREE 

While Lord Brahma looked on, all the calves and the boys tending 
them immediately appeared to have complexions the color of bluish 
rainclouds and to be dressed in yellow silken garments. All those per
sonalities had four arms, holding conchshell, disc, mace and lotus flower 
in Their hands. They wore helmets on Their heads, earrings on Their 
ears and garlands of forest flowers around Their necks. On the upper 
portion of the right side of Their chests was the emblem of the goddess of 
fortune. Furthermore, They wore armlets on Their arms, the Kaustubha 
gem around Their necks, which were marked with three lines like a 
conchshell, and bracelets on Their wrists. With bangles on Their ankles, 
ornaments on Their feet, and sacred belts around Their waists, They all 
appeared very beautiful. Those Vi!;>I}.U forms, by Their pure smiling, 
which resembled the increasing light of the moon, and by the sidelong 
glances of Their reddish eyes, created and protected the desires of Their 
own devotees, as if by the modes of passion and goodness. Thus Lord 
Brahma saw the Supreme Brahman, by whose energy this entire uni
verse, with its moving and nonmoving living beings, is manifested. He 
also saw at the same time all the calves and boys as the Lord's expansions. 
(pp. 49-63) 
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PLATE FOUR 

Lord Brahmii saw the Absolute Truth-who is one without a second, 
who possesses full knowledge and who is unlimited-assuming the role 
of a child in a family of cowherd men and standing all alone, just as 
before, with a morsel of food in His hand, searching everywhere for the 
calves and His cowherd friends. After seeing this, Lord Brahmii hastily 
got down from his swan carrier, fell down like a golden rod and touched 
the lotus feet of Lord ~!?Qa with the tips of the four crowns on his heads. 
Offering his obeisances, he bathed the feet of KJ;!?Qa with the water of his 
tears of joy. Rising and falling again and again at the lotus feet of Lord 
KJ;!?Qa for a long time, Lord Brahmii remembered over and over the 
Lord's greatness he had just seen. Then, rising very gradually and wip
ing his two eyes, Lord Brahmii looked up at Mukunda. Lord Brahmii, 
his head bent low, his mind concentrated and his body trembling, 
very humbly began, with faltering words, to offer praise to Lord ~!?Qa. 
(pp. 73-78) 
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Brahma-kui).Q.a, the site where Lord Brahma offered his prayers to Lord 
K:r~J).a after the pastime known as Brahma-vimohana-lila. 
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